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Chapter 4

Dr Pirini’s wish was on Shiloh’s mind on the bus
trip to school that morning. The trip had been a
rowdy babble of chat. Children talked about the
fun, exciting, dangerous and sad things that had
happened the night before.

The babble continued when Mr Kohli asked Room
10 to share their experiences. The first report was
about the Johnsons’ plastic letterbox. It had melted
after someone lit a firecracker inside it.

Shiloh’s story sparked a flood of other stories of
animals traumatised by fireworks. Jamie’s dog had
run away and still hadn’t returned home. Shelly’s
parakeet had squawked all night. Aroha had spent
the night on a couch calming three frightened farm
dogs. Steve had climbed a walnut tree to rescue
his terrified cat and take her back to his house.

Jamie’s dad had noticed wildlife scurrying out
of the bushes behind where they lived. They were
distressed, too.



Almost everyone had a story about an animal
or human being upset by fireworks. Everyone, that
is, except Johnny Gibson. It was rumoured that he
had put the firecracker in the Johnsons’ letterbox,
but he wasn’t admitting anything.

By the time the sharing ended, everyone in the
class, including Mr Kohli, knew that fireworks and
animals did not go together. Something had to be
done about it.



Chapter 5

Room 10 didn’t waste any time. By afternoon
interval, their class brainstorm covered the whole
whiteboard. They had the beginnings of a three-
part plan to make people realise that fireworks
weren’t good for all animals.

Part A was to educate people who use fireworks
on the harm and distress they cause to animals.
Mr Kohli asked the children whose animals had
been scared or injured to write their stories.

By the end of the week, the stories, along with
photos of pets and a video interview with Dr Pirini,
were up on the school’s website. The stories quickly
started to get attention both from people in the
school community and from further afield.



Part B was to give advice to animal owners. This
would help to keep their animals calm and safe on
fireworks nights.

The class was divided into small groups. Each
group researched and wrote a safety plan for a
different type of animal. These included horses,
cattle, birds, dogs, cats, sheep, goats, rabbits,
guinea pigs, reptiles and goldfish.

When this information had been added to the
website, Part C was set in motion. It was to turn
their whole town and the surrounding countryside
into a Fireworks Free Zone.

Everyone expected this would be the hard part,
but they were wrong.



Chapter 6

Mr Mortill had been mayor for 15 years and he
got annoyed when people still called his town
“Turnip Town”. Turnips were no longer the main
crop in the area but the name had stuck.

Mr Mortill had adopted a mixed breed dog
named Bruno from SPCA who was frightened of
fireworks. That was why he accepted Room 10s
invitation to listen to them talk about turning the
town into a fireworks free zone. The mayor was
enthusiastic.

“I think this is a great idea,” he told Room 10
after their presentation. Suddenly, Mr Mortill
realised that this could also be a chance to be
famous for something other than turnips.

“We could be the first fireworks free zone in the
country! We won’t be turnips any more. We'll be
leaders!” he said.

He pointed at the poster that Shiloh had made
for the presentation.

“There’s the billboard to put at the entrance to the
town,” he said. “I'm going to promote this idea to
the town council” And he did.
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Fireworks Facts and Tips

* Some people enjoy fireworks, but they can be terrifying and
overwhelming for many companion, farmed and wild animals.

* Being fearful is a natural behaviour that an animal cannot control.
It's important never to punish your animal for being scared.

e Although fireworks are only on sale for four days a year, they can
be used throughout the year, so it’s important for responsible animal
guardians to be prepared for fireworks displays at any time.

* Farmed animals, especially horses, are easily frightened by loud
noises and flashes of bright light, which can startle them and cause
them to injure themselves on fencing and farm equipment. Check
that your animals’ paddock fencing is secure and there are no
dangerous objects they could collide with if startled.

* Fireworks can also disturb wildlife. Don’t use fireworks near known
animal habitats like lakes with wetland birds and trees with nesting
and roosting birds.

* Keeping your companion animals inside, closing the windows,
curtains and blinds, gates and doors, blocking off cat doors/flaps,
playing soft, calming music, providing your dog with a long lasting
food-toy, and/or creating dens for your animals to hide in are all
great ways to create a calm environment for your companions.

® Ask your whanau to make sure your companion animals are
microchipped and registered with up-to-date contact details, just in
case they are panicked by the fireworks and manage to escape.
A microchip means the likelihood of them being reunited with you
will be much greater.

Visit spca.nz/kids to learn more about caring for
animals and keeping them safe.

24



ISBN 978-1-99-102064-2

9‘781991

4
020642H




