
•	 Toys
•	 Enrichment
•	 A rat companion
•	 Digging boxes
•	 Tunnels
•	 Hammocks
•	 Opportunities to 

express natural and 
rewarding behaviours

•	 Rat friend/s - 
socialisation

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A healthy, well-balanced diet
•	 A variety of foods available at all 

times

•	 A large, clean, safe enclosure
•	 Nesting boxes
•	 Soft, safe, comfy bedding
•	 A litter box

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 Veterinary care
•	 Daily health checks at home

Rat Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for rats.

•	 Companionship 		
and safety

•	 Company
•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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To learn more about caring for rats, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids


