
•	 Opportunities  
for grazing

•	 Play time
•	 Enrichment
•	 Toys
•	 Alpaca friend/s - 

socialisation
•	 Training

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A well-balanced, nutritious 

diet
•	 Good quality pasture 

grasses
•	 Hay

•	 Lots of land
•	 Safe, secure 

fencing
•	 Appropriate 

shelter, both 
natural and 
human-made

•	 A specialised veterinarian
•	 Drenching (nutrients and 

treatments)
•	 Daily health checks
•	 Vaccinations
•	 Foot and nail care
•	 Tooth care
•	 Shearing

Alpaca Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for alpacas.

•	 Companionship 		
and safety 

•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences

MENTAL  
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BEHAVIOUR

NUTRITION

ENVIRONMENT

HEALTH

To learn more about caring for alpaca, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Opportunities for 
digging, hiding, and 
burrowing

•	 Enrichment
•	 Exercise
•	 To brumate

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A healthy,  

well-balanced diet
•	 To stay hydrated
•	 Vitamin D3 and calcium

•	 Appropriate humidity, 
lighting, temperature, 
and ventilation

•	 Hide boxes
•	 Substrate
•	 UVA & UVB lights

•	 A specialised 
veterinarian

•	 Safe shedding
•	 Daily health checks at 

home 
•	 Regular vet checks, 

and if sick or injured

Bearded Dragon Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for bearded 
dragons. 

•	 Privacy
•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences

MENTAL  
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HEALTH

To learn more about caring for bearded dragons,  
visit the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Socialisation
•	 Things to climb
•	 Enrichment
•	 Scratching posts
•	 A safe and cosy place  

to hide
•	 Opportunities to express 

natural and rewarding 
behaviours

•	 Play time

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A healthy, balanced diet
•	 To be fed the right amount
•	 A variety of safe, tasty foods

•	 A safe environment
•	 A clean, comfortable 

resting place
•	 A place to hide
•	 Litter trays
•	 Cat trees and platforms

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 Yearly vet check, and if sick 

or injured 
•	 Vaccinations
•	 Daily health checks at home
•	 Dental care
•	 Grooming

Cat Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for cats.

•	 Companionship
•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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NUTRITION
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HEALTH

To learn more about caring for cats, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Opportunities for 
grazing and grooming 
(self and social)

•	 Enrichment
•	 Cattle friend/s - 

socialisation

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A healthy, well-balanced diet
•	 Pasture

•	 Lots of space
•	 Safe shelter (trees and 

bushes)
•	 Safe, secure fencing
•	 A comfortable  

place to rest
•	 Trees and/or bushes to 

scratch on

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 Regular vet checks, and if 

sick or injured 
•	 Vaccinations
•	 Daily health check ups
•	 Hoof care
•	 Drenching (nutrients  

and treatments)

Cattle Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for cattle. 

•	 Companionship 		
and safety

•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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To learn more about caring for cattle, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Chicken friend/s - 
socialisation

•	 Exercise
•	 Perches
•	 Enrichment
•	 Opportunities to express 

natural and rewarding 
behaviours

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A variety of safe fruits and 

veggies
•	 Pellets, crumbles/grain or 

mashed feed
•	 Grit

•	 A safe, secure 
environment

•	 Space to forage and 
roam

•	 A large, clean coop 
•	 Nesting boxes
•	 Perches to roost on

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 Vaccinations
•	 Daily health checks at home
•	 Yearly vet check, and if sick 

or injured

Chicken Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for chickens.

•	 Companionship 		
and safety

•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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HEALTH

To learn more about caring for chickens, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Opportunities for flying, 
foraging, and bathing

•	 Perches
•	 Toys
•	 Bird friend/s - 

socialisation

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A healthy, well-balanced 

diet
•	 Vegetables and 

occasional fruits
•	 Pellets
•	 Seeds (depending on bird 

species)

•	 A large, clean aviary at 
the right temperature

•	 Lots of perches
•	 Places to hide and nest
•	 Space to fly

•	 A specialised 
veterinarian

•	 Daily health checks at 
home 

•	 Yearly vet check, and if 
sick or injured 

Companion Bird Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for companion 
birds.

•	 Companionship 		
and safety

•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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To learn more about caring for companion birds, visit 
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Socialisation
•	 Exercise
•	 Enrichment
•	 Toys
•	 Training
•	 Opportunities to express  

natural and rewarding  
behaviours

•	 Access to fresh, clean water
•	 A healthy, well-balanced diet
•	 A variety of safe, tasty foods

•	 A safe environment
•	 Shelter
•	 Space to exercise
•	 A clean, comfortable 

resting place

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 Daily health checks at home
•	 Yearly vet check, and if sick or 

injured • Vaccinations
•	 Dental care • Grooming
•	 Registered with local council
•	 Up to date microchip

To learn more about caring for dogs, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids

Dog Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for dogs.

•	 Companionship
•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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•	 Opportunities  
to express water-based 
behaviours

•	 Opportunities to forage
•	 Enrichment
•	 Duck friends/s - 

socialisation

•	 Fresh, clean drinking water
•	 A health, well-balanced diet
•	 Insoluable grit

•	 A large, natural 
environment

•	 Swimming water 
•	 Safe, clean shelter
•	 Nest boxes 
•	 Safe, secure fencing

•	 Veterinary care 
•	 Daily health checks 
•	 Preventative care
•	 Yearly vet check, and if 

sick or injured

Duck Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for ducks.

•	 Companionship 		
and safety

•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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To learn more about caring for ducks, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Fish “furniture”, 
enrichment, substrate

•	 Lots of space
•	 Places to rest, hide, and 

explore
•	 Some fish need friends, 

others like to live alone 

•	 To be fed according to  
their species

•	 To not be under or over fed

•	 A large, clean aquarium
•	 Good water quality, 

lighting, and 
temperature

•	 Oxygen and filtration
•	 Regular water testing

•	 A specialised 
veterinarian

•	 Daily health checks at 
home

•	 To be kept healthy
•	 Veterinary care

Fish Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for fish.

•	 Some fish need 
companionship others 
like to live alone

•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences

MENTAL  
WELLBEING

BEHAVIOUR

NUTRITION

ENVIRONMENT

HEALTH

To learn more about caring for fish, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Opportunities for 
climbing, browsing, 
exploring, and digging

•	 Enrichment
•	 Goat friend/s - 

socialisation

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A healthy, well-balanced diet
•	 A variety of safe forage
•	 Pelleted goat feed (when 

required) 
•	 Hay

•	 Lots of land
•	 Safe, secure fencing
•	 Cosy, dry shelter
•	 Lots of shade
•	 Comfy bedding

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 Veterinary care
•	 Hoof care
•	 Skin and coat care
•	 Daily health checks
•	 Drenching (nutrients and 

treatments) 
•	 Vaccinations

Goat Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for goats.

•	 Companionship 		
and safety

•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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To learn more about caring for goats, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Exercise
•	 Enrichment
•	 Toys
•	 Guinea pig friend/s - 

socialisation 
•	 Opportunities to 

express natural  
and rewarding  
behaviours

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A variety of fruits and veggies
•	 Vitamin C 
•	 Pellets
•	 Hay

•	 A safe, secure 
environment

•	 A large safe hutch and run
•	 Comfortable bedding
•	 Places to hide and feel 

safe

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 Daily health checks at home
•	 Yearly vet check, and if sick or 

injured
•	 Vaccinations
•	 To be spayed/neutered
•	 Dental care
•	 Grooming

Guinea Pig Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for guinea pigs.

•	 Companionship 		
and safety

•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences

MENTAL  
WELLBEING

BEHAVIOUR

NUTRITION

ENVIRONMENT

HEALTH

To learn more about caring for guinea pigs, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Opportunities for 
exercise, grazing, and 
rolling

•	 Enrichment
•	 Training
•	 Horse friend/s - 

socialisation

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A healthy, well-balanced diet
•	 Pasture
•	 Hay

•	 Lots of land
•	 Safe, secure fencing
•	 Lots of shade and 

shelter
•	 Clean, dry bedding

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 Daily health check ups
•	 Yearly vet check, and if sick 

or injured
•	 Hoof care
•	 Preventative care	
•	 Grooming
•	 Tooth care

Horse Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for horses.

•	 Companionship 		
and safety

•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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To learn more about caring for horses, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Toys
•	 Opportunities to express 

natural and rewarding 
behaviours

•	 Tunnels
•	 Safe exercise wheels
•	 Ladders and climbing 

equipment
•	 Mice friend/s - 

socialisation

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A healthy, well-balanced diet
•	 Mouse pellets
•	 A variety of safe foods

•	 A large, clean, safe 
enclosure

•	 Nesting boxes
•	 Soft, safe, comfy 

bedding
•	 Enclosure accessories

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 Veterinary care
•	 Daily health checks at home

Mouse Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for mice.

•	 Companionship 		
and safety

•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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To learn more about caring for mice, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Opportunities to express 
natural behaviours e.g. 
foraging, wallowing, 
rooting, and nesting

•	 Enrichment
•	 Training
•	 Pig friend/s - socialisation 

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A healthy, well-balanced diet
•	 Pasture
•	 Variety of safe fruits and 

vegetables
•	 Pig nuts

•	 Lots of space
•	 A comfortable shelter
•	 Clean, warm bedding
•	 Wet, muddy wallows

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 Yearly vet check, and if sick 

or injured 
•	 Skin care • Vaccinations
•	 Hoof care • Eye care
•	 Tooth care
•	 Drenching (nutrients and 

treatments) 

Pig Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for pigs.

•	 Companionship 		
and safety 

•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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To learn more about caring for pigs, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Platforms to climb 
and keep lookout 
from 

•	 Lots of space
•	 Places to hide
•	 Exercise
•	 Enrichment
•	 Toys
•	 Rabbit friend/s - 

socialisation
•	 Play time

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 Hay
•	 Fresh grass and garden greens
•	 Fresh vegetables

•	 A safe, secure environment 
inside or a large safe, secure 
hutch and run outside

•	 Litter trays
•	 Comfortable bedding

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 A specialised veterinarian
•	 Yearly vet check, and if sick 

or injured
•	 Vaccinations
•	 Daily health checks at home
•	 To be spayed/neutered
•	 Grooming

Rabbit Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for rabbits.

•	 Companionship		
and safety

•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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NUTRITION
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HEALTH

To learn more about caring for rabbits, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Toys
•	 Enrichment
•	 A rat companion
•	 Digging boxes
•	 Tunnels
•	 Hammocks
•	 Opportunities to 

express natural and 
rewarding behaviours

•	 Rat friend/s - 
socialisation

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A healthy, well-balanced diet
•	 A variety of foods available at all 

times

•	 A large, clean, safe enclosure
•	 Nesting boxes
•	 Soft, safe, comfy bedding
•	 A litter box

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 Veterinary care
•	 Daily health checks at home

Rat Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for rats.

•	 Companionship 		
and safety

•	 Company
•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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To learn more about caring for rats, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Opportunities  
for grazing

•	 Play time
•	 Enrichment
•	 Toys
•	 Sheep friend/s - 

socialisation

•	 Fresh, clean water
•	 A healthy, well-balanced diet
•	 Pasture
•	 Hay

•	 Lots of land
•	 Safe, secure fencing
•	 Dry shelter
•	 Lots of shade

•	 A good level of fitness
•	 Good body condition
•	 Veterinary care
•	 Daily health checks
•	 Shearing
•	 Drenching (nutrients and 

treatments)
•	 Hoof care
•	 Vaccinations

Sheep Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for sheep.

•	 Companionship 		
and safety

•	 Comfort 
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Positive experiences
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To learn more about caring for sheep, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids



•	 Space for swimming
•	 Enrichment
•	 An area for basking
•	 Safe rocks, branches and 

plants for hiding

•	 A healthy,  
well-balanced diet

•	 Clean water
•	 Safe live plants

•	 A large, clean enclosure 
•	 Correct temperature, 

lighting, and water 
quality 

•	 Substrate
•	 UVA and UVB lighting

•	 A reptile veterinarian
•	 Daily health checks at 

home
•	 Regular vet checks, 

and if sick or injured
•	 Safe shedding

Turtle Care
As animal guardians, it’s our responsibility to provide animals in our care with the 
Five Domains - Nutrition, Environment, Health, Behaviour, and Mental Wellbeing. 
Check out the infographic below to learn about these welfare needs for turtles.

•	 Privacy
•	 Comfort
•	 Care
•	 Understanding
•	 Proper handling
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To learn more about caring for turtles, visit  
the Animal Care Section of www.spca.nz/kids
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