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Welcome to the August issue of 
Kind Matters!
We're excited to announce that this issue features our annual photography 
competition, along with interesting information about hedgehogs, SPCA Kids' 
News, as well as a delicious cupcake recipe for you and your human friends!

We hope you enjoy this issue as much as we enjoyed creating it for you! 

Get your finger ready because it's that time again - the Kind Matters 
Photography Competition!

For this year’s competition, we want to see animals happy, healthy and 
enjoying their environment. Your photo can be of any animal, as long as you 
show them living a good life in their home environment, in the place they 
feel safe and comfortable. For example, photos can be of your animal(s) in 
their shelter, such as in your home, their crate, hutch, barn, stable or even your 
farmed animal enjoying the shade in their paddock. When taking your photo, 
remember to ensure the experience is fun and safe for everyone. 

Check out the photos below for inspiration and Jo's top photography tips on 
the next page so you can get out there and create a great shot!

Photo: CBCK-Christine

Visit www.spca.nz/kids for more animal information!

What’s Inside

Kind Conservation:  
Hedgehogs - Tuatete
Learn all about the hedgehog 
debate.

SPCA Kids' News:
Read all about the latest 
animal news from around NZ!

Recipe: Cupcakes
Bake some tasty 'hedgehog' 
cupcakes. 

and much 
more...

Thank you to our competition sponsor, OPPO, for the amazing grand prize,  
and EUGY by Dodoland for our spot prizes.

Thanks to our friends at OPPO, you're 
in with the chance to win this awesome 
OPPO smartphone. The competition closes 
on Sunday 20th October. 

To enter, and for Terms and Conditions, 
visit the Kids' Portal here: www. spca.nz/
kindmatters

https://kids.spcaeducation.org.nz/newsletter/
https://kids.spcaeducation.org.nz/newsletter/


Jo's Top Photography Tips
Want to learn how to create the very best shot of your animal friend? Jo Moore, a 
Wellington-based photographer, has been taking photos for over 15 years! She's taken 
loads of photos of animals for SPCA Wellington and has got some great tips for you.  
If you want to see some more of Jo's amazing animal photos, check them out here!

1. Framing
Think about where your animal is in the finished image you create. Do 
you want your animal to take up most of the frame or do you want to 
show lots of the environment around them? Have a play with closeups 
and wider shots to see what you like best.

2. Light
What is the light source that is lighting your animal? Is it the sun? A 
house light? A lamp? If your animal's shelter or safe place is a bit dark, 
try asking someone to hold a cellphone light or torch above, or to the 
side in front of the animal (do not point the light directly at their face).

3. Shadows
Not all images have to be perfectly lit! Have fun with shadow and 
reflections to create different patterns and textures in your images.

4. Colours
Think about the colours surrounding your animal. If they are snuggled 
up in bed - what colours are their blankets? Are they super duper bright 
and looking a bit overwhelming in the image? When you photograph 
animals in bedding it can be easy for them to get 'lost' in the image if 
they are surrounded by bold patterns and bright colours.

5. Angles
Not every image needs to be taken front onto the animal. Have fun 
with taking images from different angles. From above, eye level to the 
animal or even below can all look great in the image. You could even 
experiment with doing profile images of the animal!

6. Have fun!
Make sure the animal shoot is fun for both you and the animal. If your 
animal starts to look like they are getting upset or stressed, put your 
camera away and reassure them that all is good - or give them some 
space (treats often help!) Try again later when they are rested and calm, 
be creative and work with your animal's personality.

http://here


Kind Conservation: 
Hedgehogs - Tuatete

How did hedgehogs come to 
Aotearoa? When early European 
settlers brought their crops to NZ, they 
also brought many unwanted bugs 
and insects that came with them. 
A cure was needed as these garden 
pests were gobbling up their crops. 
The ideal cure was a prickly garden 
pest-eater called the hedgehog!

BUT... the problem is 
hedgehogs find their 
way into areas of 
native bush. This 
is where they 
are now known 
to eat the eggs 
of riverbed 
breeding birds, 
such as the 
banded dotterel 
and black-fronted tern. 
Hedgehogs have also been 
known to eat chicks of a variety of 
ground-nesting birds and small native 
insects and reptiles. 

Urban, Backyard, and Garden Fauna

Not only do companion animals live in urban, backyard, and garden 
areas, but lots of wild animals can be found in this environment as well. 
Have a look at some of the animals you can see visiting backyards, parks, 
gardens, or just between your walk from home to school.

• Insects (bees, ants, beetles, butterflies)

• Skinks and geckos

• Snails and slugs 

• Hedgehogs

• Birds (native and non-native including tui, kereru, blackbird, ducks, 	
	 starling, swallow, piwakawaka, kea)

Click here to learn more about uban, backyard and garden habitats and 
how you can help protect them and the animals that live there.

Urban areas are where humans have settled and built towns and cities. With humans having 
encroached on animals’ habitats to do so, more and more animals are sharing these urban  
areas with people, including backyards and gardens.

Due to these additions to the 
hedgehog’s diet, they are now 
regarded as a pest in many regions. 
Like many introduced animals, 
they are simply in the wrong place. 
They don’t naturally belong in NZ; 
therefore, our native wildlife is not 
adapted to protect themselves from 
them.

However, whether a pest or a 
gardener's friend, no living creature 

deserves to suffer. When we 
care about living creatures, 

we never want to see any in 
pain and suffering. 

Hedgehogs are regular visitors to school grounds, gardens and yards. 
There are many different opinions about hedgehogs. Some people call 
them pests; some call them gardener’s friends. Regardless of what you 
call them, hedgehogs are living beings with needs and feelings.

URGENT HELP IS NEEDED if 
you see a hedgehog:

> with cuts or wounds

> with flies, tiny white eggs or 
   maggots on their body

> that limps or is wobbly

> that is very thin and not a  
   round shape

> that has bald patches, crusty     
   skin or missing spines 

>that is tangled in wire, string or 
  netting

> that stays in the same spot in 
   the open during the day for   
   any length of time

Contact a Hedgehog Rescue 
Centre as soon as possible for 
advice, BUT before contacting a 
centre, ask an adult to help. To 
find out how you can help if you 
see an injured hedgehog, check 
out the Kids’ Portal. 

https://kids.spcaeducation.org.nz/animal-care/wildlife/urban-backyard-and-garden/
https://kids.spcaeducation.org.nz/animal-care/wildlife/urban-backyard-and-garden/


EXPORT 
UPDATE
Live animal exports: Petition to keep ban 
in place signed by more than 57,000.

A petition signed by 57,357 New 
Zealanders calling for the Government to 
keep its ban on live animal exports has 
been handed over to Parliament.

The petition, which was led by retired 
veterinarian Dr John Hellström, was 
presented at parliament on Tuesday 25th 
June.

Live export by sea involves sending 
cattle, sheep, deer or goats by ship to be 
farmed and bred in other countries. The 
journey takes a long time due to how far 
away New Zealand is from other countries.

There are major welfare issues for 
animals being exported live by ship. These 
include animals being left at sea for two to 
three weeks, exposed to heat stress, injury, 
disease, overcrowding, motion sickness, 
changes in feed and poor environmental 
conditions. 

By signing the petition and speaking 
up, it is hoped that this pressure can stop 
this Government from reversing the ban. 
Animals feel pain and experience fear just 
like people and deserve to live a good life. 

The petition being presented at parliament

Sibling kittens, Lotto Triple Dip (Lottie) 
and Instant Kiwi Scratcher (Stan) were 
dumped in Whanganui with cat flu.

After being taken to the local SPCA 
Centre, both kittens were treated with 
medication to treat their flu. Lottie and 
Stan were then transferred to Palmerston 
North where they were placed with an 
experienced foster family who could look 
after them while they recovered.

As well as having a damaged eye 
because of the flu, Lottie also had a birth 
defect which meant that one of her hind 
legs had grown into a stump. When she 
was well enough, she had surgery to 
remove her eye and her defective leg.

Thankfully, Lottie and Stan healed  and 
are looking for their forever home. The 
pair are bonded, which means they have 
a strong attachment and will stay together. 
“When they do get bonded, separating 
them is just out of the question,” stated 
Brenna Magee, senior animal attendant at 
SPCA Palmerston North.

“These two, because they have been 
together for so long and because Lottie 
does have specific limitations, Stan’s 
kind of become her little protector,” said 
Magee. 

Bonded sibling kittens 
looking for forever home

Sherbet's shocking 
x-ray
Sherbet, a stray cat, was found giving birth to 
her litter of kittens and was brought to Renwick 
SPCA. 

After settling in at the Centre, staff noticed that 
Sherbet often threw up after eating. They fed her 
smaller meals and gave her medicine but the vomiting 
continued. 

Luckily, a volunteer noticed something hanging 
from Sherbet’s behind. Staff investigated and realised 
that poor Sherbet had swallowed fishing line. Not 
long after, she passed a fish hook.

Sherbet was rushed to the vet and was given an 
x-ray. The team was shocked to see two more fish 
hooks inside her and a third hanging outside her body 
with the lines. The vet scheduled an urgent surgery to 
remove the hooks and lines. 

Thankfully, Sherbet began to recover quickly and 
within days she gained weight and looked much 
healthier. 

Unfortunately, when fishing gear is carelessly 
thrown away, it can hurt animals. It's important to 
always put away fishing things properly when you're 
not using them, so we don't have sad stories like what 
happened to Sherbet.

Sherbet's x-ray

The latest animal updates from around Aotearoa
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Lottie before (above) and after (below) 
treatment

Stan and Lottie

Story credit: stuff.co.nz



TOP TIPS - Choosing a Name

1. Start with a topic
For example, you could choose a name 
based on their breed, colour, personality, 
your favourite TV show, book or movie. 
Here are some cute cats named after 
food! Meet Crumpet, Kai and Bento.

Naming your companion animal can be hard - there are so many things to consider! Here are some 
top tips and tricks to help you find the purrfect name for your furry, feathered or scaly friend.

2. Write a list
Jot down all the names you and your 
family like and as you get to know your 
animal  see which 
name sticks after 
a few days. After 
going through 
hundreds of 
names, Bindi  
was chosen for  
this cute pooch.

3. Celebrate your interests
If love you love reading or writing, you 
could name them after your favourite 
author. For fun, give their name a twist, 
like 'Charles Mittens' instead of 'Charles 
Dickens'. Love 
films? This is 
Blue, who was 
named after 
the raptor in 
the Jurassic 
World movie.

4. Memories
Is there a name that is special to your 
family? Maybe it reminds you of a person, 
place or experience. 
Ellie, pictured, was 
named in honour 
of a special name 
to the family, as it 
reminded them of 
someone who they 
cared about deeply.

5. Time travel
Are you a history buff or love a certain 
time period? How about a name like  
'Cleopawtra' (last pharaoh of Egypt, 
Cleopatra). Why 
not hop way 
back in time to 
ancient Greece 
and meet this 
sweet boy, 
Apollo. 

6. Personality and patterns
Does your animal have a unique look or 
act in an unusual way? Here's Luna, who is 
named after the moon as her merle coat 
looks like the moon's surface.

7. Consonant calling
Names that begin with a hard consonant, 
like 'K', 'T',  or 'M'can be easier for pets to 
recognise than most 
that start with a vowel 
(A, E, I, O, U). However, 
this isn't a rule. You 
may have an'Oreo' 
and that's great too! 
Here's a very sweet 
Trouble. He's not really 
trouble though!!

8. Short and sweet
Very long names can be harder for your 
furry friend to understand. Keep it simple! 
If you do choose a 
longer name, you 
could shorten it or 
use a nickname. E.g. 
Obi Wan Catnobi = 
Obi. Here's Buckleigh, 
also known as 'Bug' 
as he likes to snuggle 
up close to his family.

9. Avoid command rhymes
Calling your dog 'Kit' or 'Ray' could 
make training harder when you try to 
teach them to 
'sit' or 'stay'. This 
gorgeous dog is 
Penny and she's 
named after a 
character from her 
guardian's favourite 
TV show, The Big 
Bang Theory.

Do you have a fun 
pet name you'd like 
to share? Let us know 
by emailing us at: 
education@spca.nz

Bonus tip!
The most important 
thing is that your companion 
animal is loved and well-cared 
for - no matter what name you 
choose!

Don't forget to make sure 
your companion animal 
has a collar, that they 

have an ID tag and that 
they're microchipped. 

Register them and ensure 
that your details are kept 

up-to-date.



SPCA has several diverse positions 
in Marketing and Fundraising. The 
positions have varied tasks, such 
as raising awarenss, raising funds, 
processing donations, and keeping 
communities up-to-date with all things 
SPCA NZ related.

Tess Pyke is the dedicated Marketing 
Executive for SPCA's secondhand op 
shops. We had a chat with Tess and she 
shed some light on what it’s like to be 
an SPCA Marketing Executive – check it 
out below! 

What is your role at SPCA? 
I am called a 'Marketing Executive' for 
SPCA's Op Shops. I'm like a friendly 
helper or fun storyteller who tells 
people all about the cool things the 
shops have, like toys and clothes, to 
encourage them to come and visit.

How did you become a marketing 
executive at SPCA?
I loved drawing, designing, and making 
art in high school, so when I finished I 
decided to learn even more about it at 
university. After that, for the next six 
years, I got to work for three different 
retail companies, including Toyworld, 
before joining SPCA Op Shops where I 
have been for three years now.

What's a typical week at work?
I write fun stuff and put in on our 
website or Facebook, Instagram and 
TikTok pages. I also organise lots of 
different items like posters and signs 
you see on the inside or outside of the 
shop building. Some days I even get to 
visit the shops to take photographs, or 
a pat a cute dog.

What advice do you have for 
tamariki who might be interested 
in this area of work? 
If you love drawing, painting, or telling 
stories with your imagination, you 
should explore art by studying graphic 
design, marketing or communications. 

It's a fun career and allows you to 
do a huge range of jobs in different 
industries, like marketing for a 
shopping mall, travel company, food 
and restaurants, fashion or toy brands, 
weddings, parties or events, art 
galleries, music and more. 

Why are SPCA Op Shops so 
important?
Our Op Shops get awesome stuff 
kindly given for free from families and 
people who don't need it anymore. 
When they sell those cool things, 
the money collected from selling the 
items goes towards helping cover the 
cost of caring for the animals at SPCA.

What is one of the strangest 
things that has been donated?
We recently received a GIANT teddy 
bear in New Plymouth, which was 
as tall as one of our staff members, 
Marnie, check it out!

What is your favourite part of 
working for SPCA?
I love helping SPCA take care 
of animals in need and make a 
difference to the lives of animals 
in New Zealand, and being with 
a team of people who also love 
animals as much as I do.

Meet SPCA's Marketing Executive: 
Tess Pyke
Did you know SPCA has many different careers that you can choose 
to enter into after you leave school that allow you to help animals in 
need? 

Got goods to donate? Find 
a list of items needed here!

https://www.spca.nz/donate/donate-goods


Cupcake Day - 
It's back, and 
it's sweeter 
than ever!

Pawesome Supporters
SPCA is extremely thankful for the pawesome support we receive during the year from people 
across Aotearoa. This month, we would like to give a shout-out to a fantastic bunch of tamariki. 
They’ve all done amazing work to support the animals in need at SPCA. Mahi nui (great work!)

RANGISPCA – This group from 
Rangitoto College organise a 
range of fun activities throughout 
the year, such as toy making, bake 
sales, hosting market stalls and 
movie nights! Not only do they 
fundraise, but they also organise 
activities to help raise awareness 
for SPCA’s cause, promote values 
of compassion and teach others 
about animal welfare issues. 

Here they are at their recent 
toy making event, where 
approximately 95 of their school 
peers attended. They collected old 
towels and blankets from families 
across the school and made 
almost 100 enrichment dog toys. 
Amazing!

Kyla combined her love of animals 
and reading and has challenged 
herself to read as many books as 
she can in 2024. Kyla set up an 
SPCA fundraising page and people 
can sponsor her for every book she 
reads. Her goal was $500 but she’s 
already smashed that and has 
raised over $900! Keep up the great 
work, Kyla!

Instead of receiving presents for 
her 9th birthday, Aria asked for 
donations to go to SPCA instead! 
Here she is dropping the goods off 
to Whangārei Centre!

Evelyn and Ruby did a terrific job 
fundraising. Not only did they put 
together a food parcel, but they 
also organised a bake sale at their 
school! They raised $500 which 
they donated to Masterton SPCA. 

Are you a pawesome supporter?
If you have done something to help 
animals in need, we'd love to hear about 
it! Email us at education@spca.nz

MISSION PAW - Carmel, Bella 
and Naomi joined forces to hold 
a bake sale in front of their house 
over a long weekend. It was so 
successful, that they’ve decided to 
do another one in the future!

Have you made some delicious 
cupcakes? Send us a photo of your 
cupcake creations and go in the draw 
to win a super cute paw print cookie 
cutter and a EUGY hedgehog! 

Email your photo to education@
spca.nz with the subject "Cupcake 
Giveaway" by the 30th of September. 

Create Cupcakes 
and WIN!

Are your taste buds watering yet? SPCA Cupcake Day 
is happening on September 18th. 
Everyone can get involved one way or another, by baking, 
fundraising and best of all, eating cupcakes! You could even bake 
pupcakes for your dog friends using this Kind Matters recipe.

You can visit https://cupcakeday.spca.nz/ for more 
information about Cupcake Day.

mailto:education%40spca.nz?subject=
mailto:www.education%40spca.nz%20?subject=
mailto:www.education%40spca.nz%20?subject=
https://kids.spcaeducation.org.nz/UserFiles/spcakidseducation/File/Kind%20Matters%2010%20FINAL(2).pdf
https://cupcakeday.spca.nz/


Hedgehog Cupcakes 

Ingredients Ingredients 
1/2 cup Butter
3/4 cup White Sugar
2 Eggs 
1 1/2 cups Flour

 
1 teaspoon Baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon Salt 
1/2 cup Buttermilk 
1/4 cup Honey
1 teaspoon Vanilla 

In a medium mixing bowl, mix 
together the dry ingredients (flour, 
baking powder and salt) and set 
aside.

In a small bowl, stir together the 
wet ingredients (buttermilk, honey 
and vanilla) and set aside.

In a large bowl, beat the butter 
and sugar together until pale and 
creamy.

Add the eggs one at a time and 
beat well after you add each egg.

Slowly add the dry and wet 
ingredients to the butter mixture 
and mix well until combined.

Spoon the mixture into the 
cupcake liners until they are about 
two thirds full.

Bake the cupcakes for 18 to 20 
minutes. Remove from the oven 
and let them cool.

Ice the cupcakes and decorate with 
chocolate buttons for eyes and 
nose and shards of Flake for spikes. 
Enjoy!

Heat the oven to 180°C on bake. 
Wash your hands. Put 12 cupcake 
liners into a muffin tin.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9



Is there something you’d like to see  
in the next issue of Kind Matters?
We'd love to hear from you!
Email education@spca.nz with you ideas!

True or False? Are you an expert on hedgehogs? Find out by taking 
the quiz! Colour or circle the correct answer.

1.	 Hedgehogs are native to Aotearoa.

2.	 Hedgehogs are known to eat some bird's eggs 
and chicks.

4.	 Hedgehogs are nocturnal animals.

5.	 A baby hedgehog is called a hedgelet.

Answers below

3.	 NZ's wildlife is not adapted to protect themselves 
from hedgehogs.

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

T 

T 

T 

T 

T 

Wild Animal Word Search

Click on the Wild Animal word search here.
Can you find 'hedgehog' and all the other wild 
animals?

Fun Facts

Hedgehog Jokes
1.	 Where do hedgehog wizards go to 

school? Hedgehogwarts!

2.	 What do you call a hedgehog that 
doesn't eat worms? A hedgetarian.

3.	 What do you get if you cross a 
hedgehog with a giraffe? A very long 
toothbrush!

4.	 How do hedgehogs play 
leapfrog? Very carefully!

Tell your friend, teacher or family your favourite 
joke!

Take a look at the awesome hedgehog facts 
below!

1.	Hedgehogs are small brown creatures with 
sharp spines covering their bodies.

2.	Hedgehogs are nocturnal (awake at night).

3.	Hedgehogs were named after pigs (hogs) 
because of the grunting noises they make.

4.	They can't see very well and rely on their 
senses of smell and hearing.

5.	Hedgehogs are known to eat wētā and 
giant centipedes. One hedgehog was found 
with 283 wētā  legs in its stomach!

6.	A baby hedgehog is called a hoglet.

7.	Hedgehogs have about 5,000 to 6,500 
spines at any one time. 

8.	Most hedgehogs will roll into a tight ball if 
threatend, making it hard for its attacker to 
get past the spiky defence.

1. F

2. T

3. T

4. T

5. F

mailto:education@spca.nz
https://kids.spcaeducation.org.nz/get-involved/fun-stuff/word-searches/

